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ACTION SS-30 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /031W 

049314 

R 210912Z NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8344 

SECRETTOKYO 15255 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, ENRG, JA 

SUB J : PRESS REPORTS ON SECRETARY'S VISIT TO JAPAN 

1. SEVERAL ENGLISH AND JAPANESE LANGUAGE PAPERS MORNING 
NOVEMBER 21 CARRIED SIMILAR ARTICLES CITING JAPANESE "GOVERNMENT 
SOURCE" TO EFFECT THAT DURING SECRETARY'S DISCUSSIONS IN TOKYO 
WITH FOREIGN MINISTER AND PRIME MINISTER HE HAD "TURNED A COLD 
SHOULDER" TO THEIR EXPLANATIONS OF JAPAN'S ECONOMIC AND POLITI- 
CAL DIFFICULTIES AS A RESULT OF REDUCTION OF OIL SUPPLY. 

ARTICLES NOTE THAT, FOLLOWING HIS RETURN TO WASHINGTON, SECRETARY 
HAD DENIED HE "INDIFFERENT" TO JAPAN'S SITUATION. JAPAN TIMES 
AND ENGLISH MAINICHI VERSIONS, AGAIN CITING GOVERNMENT SOURCE, 
STATE THAT FOREIGN MINISTER OHIRA AND AMBASSADOR YASUKAWA 
HAD CONFIRMED THAT SECRETARY HAD RESPONDED TO EXPLANATIONS 
OF ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES BY STATING "I DON’T ACKNOWLEDGE 
IT." (THIS MAY BE A MISTRANSLATION, HOWEVER, SINCE 
JAPANESE TEXT OF SANKEI VERSION IS THAT "GOVERNMENT SOURCE" 

NOTED FOREIGN MINISTER AND AMBASSADOR YASUAKAWA "MUST 
HAVE HEARD" THIS REMARK.) SANKEI REPORT INCLUDES OBSERVA- 
TION. ALSO ATTRIBUTED TO GOVERNMENT SOURCE, THAT SECRETARY'S 
TALKS IN TOKYO WERE "HELD IN COLD ATMOSPHERE." 

2. I CONTACTED AMERICAN AFFAIRS DIRGEN OKAWARA THIS MORNING 
TO INFORM HIM THAT I CONSIDERED THESE ARTICLES MOST REGRETTABLE 
AND AS DISTORTING BOTH THE TONE OF THE SECRETARY'S MEETINGS 

IN TOKYO AS WELL AS HIS REACTION TO FOREIGN MINISTER AND 
PRIME MINISTER'S EXPLANATIONS OF JAPAN'S ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
SECRET 
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DIFFICULTIES. I ALSO STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE GOJ 
REDOUBLING ITS EFFORTS TO INSURE THAT THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
SECRETARY'S DISCUSSIONS NOT BECOME PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE AND 
REMINDED OKAWARA THAT THE SECRETARY HAD REPEATEDLY EMPHASIZED 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF HOLDING HIS REMARKS IN THE STRICTEST CONFIDENCE. 

3. OKAWARA AGREED THAT THESE RECENT PRESS REPORTS WERE MOST 
UNFORTUNATE BUT STATED THAT HE DID NOT KNOW WHERE THEY HAD 
ORIGINATED. (EMBASSY HAS ATTEMPTED TO IDENTIFY SOURCE BUT 
AS YET WITHOUT SUCCESS.) OKAWARA SAID GOJ FULLY UNDERSTANDS 
IMPORTANCE OF HOLDING SECRETARY'S DISCUSSIONS IN CONFIDENCE 
AND ASSURED ME THAT HE WOULD DO ALL HE CAN TO SEE THAT THIS 
IS DONE. 

SHOESMITH 

SECRET 



« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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